
“’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a future.’” Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV). 

Dear Christian friends, 

What happens when God interrupts one’s life? When our schedule and our plans are disrupted we 

react. A person’s reaction to these types of incidents often bring our human nature to the forefront. We 

normally first consider these situations to be an inconvenience: whether major or minor. We fight 

against the disruption. We lament the inconvenience that is imposed upon us. Most often we do not 

attribute God’s divine wisdom and forbearance firstly to the event.  Hopefully we learn through these 

times and the trials we face.  

Many members of Shepherd King know that I went through a “God – interruption” this spring. It was not 

something I planned for, nor had the congregation. It was not even something I was willing to admit I 

needed prior to my admission into hospital. But God is much wiser than I am and certainly God is much 

more gracious than I am. Our LORD still used my crisis for his glorification. Further, God used that event 

in my life to renew me in the communion of saints.  

The scripture text quoted is from the book of the prophet Jeremiah. It is a quotation of God’s message 

to the prophet Jeremiah to speak to Jeremiah’s fellow people: the Israelites. It is a time in which those 

people would be experiencing the exile from their homeland. Most of the Israelites would be living in 

Babylon far away from their beloved Jerusalem. Those people would have been there for some time and 

the “vacation” would be getting wearisome. Many people would question where God was for them. God 

gave the word to Jeremiah, so that God’s people would do two primary things: settle into the land of 

Babylon and know that God had not forgotten them.  

God told Jeremiah that the exile would last 70 years. The Israelite’s time in exile wasn’t going to be a 

mere pleasant, sightseeing vacation. It was going to be a multi-generational sojourn. But in the midst of 

that time the people also were to remain steadfast in God’s remembrance of them. The LORD assured 

Jeremiah and the Israelites that he would restore them to their homeland. God’s people would have a 

future filled with hope, although they would lament many of their circumstances.  

What happens when God interrupts one’s life? Jeremiah did not long to have God interrupting his life. It 

made many situations in Jeremiah’s life uncomfortable. But Jeremiah accepted God’s commission for 

him. The LORD’s interruption in my life certainly disrupted my plans, but I had to look for God’s presence 

and activity in the midst of it. Those interruptions are for God’s purpose. If one uses them properly, truly 

God will be glorified. One of the most important things I learned was the renewal through the power of 

prayer and the blessedness of communal life. I knew and experienced the power of your prayers during 

my hospitalization. I continue to feel them as I adjust to the “new” me. Further my family and I were 

sustained throughout that time by the deep care you expressed. That is the joy and reward of 

community – of being a congregation of Christians called and gathered together.  

Summer has interrupted our schedules and now as it ends we return to our more routine living. 

September is a great opportunity to reset our individual schedules and establish priorities in our 

personal lives. I would hope and pray that the communal life of faith would be a priority established and 

practiced. It is best to have a community of support around you before God interrupts your life.  

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 


